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Application No. 


10/033,868 
Examiner 


Eric S. McCall 


Applicant(s) 

MARIE ETAL 


Art Unit 

2855 


Period for Reply^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^'^ communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspon dence address 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

_J:HE_MAILING-DATE-0F-THIS-G0MMUNIGATI0N: " '^'^'"^^^'^^^'^ 


^^p^c^ly M^il?TMl^^^ available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .'l36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication y "'"eiy niea . 

- If NO penod for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will exoire SIX (&\ months Lm ♦hTmoTjin^ h^^^ . 
. Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by' tatute. cauTe K i'^^^^^^^^ communication. 

SKi:^^KtSe^^ - 

Status 

1)IEI Responsive to communlcation(s) filed on 23 February 2004 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)ISI This action is non-final. . 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims^ 

4) ^ C|aim(s) 1:20 is/are pending in the application. ' 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
■5)[j Claim(s) . is/are allowed ' 

6)^ Claim(s) 1:20 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) __ is/are objected to. : 

8) 11] Claim(s),. ^ are subject to re$trictlon and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers . 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0M The drawln^(s) filed on 19 December 2001 is/are: aM accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Repiacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

. 12)13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)|g|AII b)n Some * c)n None of: 

1. ^ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 


Attachment(s) 

1 ) 13 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (Pf 0-948) 
3)0 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 


4) □ Intem'ew Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Infomnal Patent Application (PTOrl52) 

6) □ Other: 
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MAMMOGRAPHY APPARATm-AN^ 

NON-FINAL REJECTION 

In response to the Applicant's R.C.E. with amendment dated Feb. 23, 2004. 

■ ■ . CLAIMS 
.\ 35U.S.C. S102 ■ ' 

In response to the Applicant's amendments Mid corresponding arguments, the rejection of 
claims U15 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Coe (5,305,365) as set forth in the 
previous office actions has been overcome. - 
However, the following now applies: 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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Claims 1, 2. 5, 6, 8-13, and 1 6-20 are rejected under 35 TT S r 107(b) as being 

anticipated by Siczek (5,386,447). 

With respect to claims 1 and 16, Siczek teaches an apparatus, and the method of claim 8, 

comprising: '. • 

an examination arm (52 & 54) with, at one end thereof, an image receiver (36), and a 
radiation delivery head (19) at the other end, 

a support (44) on which the arm is mounted; . 

the arm being mounted for rotation (T") about a first axis (56) substantially 
perpendicular to tiie direction of the examination arm and passing through the center of an 
examination position intended for an object to be examined (Fig. 1), such that a s\yitch-over fi-om 
a craniocaudal image to a side view image may result from rotation of the examination arm about 
the first axis with the object to be examined substantially stationary (col. 7, lines 22-39); 

the arm being fiirther mounted for rotation ("G") about a second horizontal axis 
substantially perpendicular to the first axis, and to the examination arm (Figs 1 & 2); and 

a support column (26) on which the support (44) can be moved up and down vertically. 

With respect to claim 2, Siciek suggests the claimed subject matter thereof (Fig. 2). 

With respect to claims 5 aiid 6, Siczek teaches ttie clzumed subject matter thereof (col, 1,, _ 
lines 22-39). 
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With respect to the method c laims 9-1 3. Siczek suggests the claimed snhjprt m^tt^r 

thereof by the operation of the device thereof. 

With respect to claims 17-20, Siczek suggests the claimed subject matter thereof (Figs 1 

&2). 

35U.S.C.SJ03 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3, 4, 7, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Siczek (5,386,447). 

With respect to claims 3 and 4 (and the method claims 14 and 15), Siczek teaches the 
examination arm rotating about the second axis from a vertical position to a position between 
vertical and horizontal but fails to teach the arm rotating to a horizontal position. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art armed with said 
teaching to modify the Siczek teaching so that the arm rotates to the horizontal position. 
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The moti vation being that such a position would allow for th e examination of a patient 

while the patient is lying down which would be beneficial if the patient is handicapped and 
unable to stand in an upright position. 

With respect to claim 7, said claim parallels that of claims 5 and 6 (see col. 7, lines 22- 
39) but depends from claim 3, 

RELEVANT ART 

The Applicant's attention is directed to the enclosed "PTO-892" form for the prior art 
made of record and not reUed upon but considered pertinent to the state of the art of the 
Applicant's disclosure. 

CONCLUSION 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Eric S. McCall at 
telephone number (571) 272-2183. 

EricS.McCall 
Primary Examiner 

. ' ' ' " " Art Unit 2855 ~ 

May 14, 2004 


